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I t'stimeagan! Time to dance, time to party, timeto enjoy! That’sright.
The Fat City Band is warming up, as should you, for a great time at our
annual Bittersweet event. The date, March 7th, is rapidly approaching
and the planners are putting the finishing touches on what is shaping up to
be a terrific night out on the town. It will be held at the beautiful Rosecliff
Mansion in Newport, h’ors d’ oeuvres once again provided by the Black-
stone Caterers, afabulous silent auction, dancing to the Fat City Band’s music and much, much more. What
better recipe for awonderful evening? Call us or check our website for tickets. You'll be glad you did!

APRI Chairman Chris Perrotti introducing Rep. Jim Langevin, D-RI at the 2007
Bittersweet event during a break by the Fat City Band

I magine Walk and Family Fun Day...2008

A nd are you ready to “go for awalk”? It's hard to believe that it's amost time to put winter behind us
and venture out to the park for aleisurely stroll but April 27th isjust around the corner and we're get-
ting prepared for what will undoubtedly be our biggest and best “Imagine Walk and Family Fun Day”.

Kutism Projoct
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Bromythe)Executive

Dear Colleagues,

hode Island is facing one of the worst fiscal

forecasts in history. Budget cuts are expected
to impact all families and social services are at the top of the list. Talk
of a Katie Beckett co-pay is back on the table, state funded programs
are under fierce scrutiny and the potential outcome for the autism com-
munity is very scary.

Now is the time the legislators work to balance the state' s budget. Now
more than ever before, we need unified, directed advocacy that includes
facts, statistics and alternatives. We need to join together to bring a
strong unified voice to the state house.

We need your help.

The Rl Autism Coalition with the Groden Network is hosting training
Sessions across our state to teach family members how to communicate
their views to the legidators. Learn how to contact your representative
and get your message across. Y our opinion will impact his/her vote.

We are also planning another State House Rally on April 9, 2008. We
are hoping to include as many family members as possible this year.
We understand that thisis a difficult activity for many individuals with
autism and their families. We will work to support you at the event be-
cause it’s critical that the legislators see and feel the challenges of rais-
ing afamily member with autism.

Be a part of the Voice of Autism for RI. As a unified group we will ef-
fect change and keep the impact of the projected cuts to a minimum.
Joanne Quinn

Executive Director
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Alice Oster Award Recipients

Advisory Board Selects Award Recipients

he Advisory Board of The Autism Project of RI

recently announced the recipients of this year's
Alice Oster Service Award for 2008. Roberta
Zimmerly is the parent recipient and the Newport
Yachting Center is the professional organization.
Both were selected for their outstanding commit-
ment and service to The Autism Project of RI and
individuals with autism across our state.

“We have presented the Alice Oster Service Award
since 2001,” commented Joanne Quinn, executive
director. “It is named in honor of the first recipient,
Alice Oster. She is the mom of an adult with autism
and has been fighting for the rights of individuals
with autism for decades. This year’s recipients em-
body her spirit and drive to improve the lives of in-
dividuals with autism.”

Roberta Zimmerly supports The Autism Project of
RI on multiple levels. She has volunteered endless
hours as a member of the Advisory Board, Co-Chair
of our annual Walk, representing the Project at com-
munity events and
meetings, mentoring
parents in person, on
the phone, and as the
Parent Support for
our trainings.

“Roberta brings so
much  information,
ideas and support to
our organization and
the autism commu-
nity at large,” com-
mented Joanne

Roberta Zimmerly

[

Quinn. “More important, Roberta reminds us of the
importance of keeping our work family centered.
She's been a positive force in the growth of our or-
ganization.”

Awareness of the disability of autism is paramount
for the community to be educated on symptoms for

an early diagnosis and for compassion when encoun-
tering individuals with autism in the community. For
more than eight years the Newport Y achting Center
and Christopher Perrotti included information on
autism and the Autism Project in their work. The
premier event was the Sunset Music Festival in June.
“Each year we were invited to participate in the
event,” said Mary Farhoumand, development direc-
tor. “The 8 to 10 day event provided unbelievable
exposure for the autism community and our organi-
zation in particular. Thousands of people were edu-
cated.” In all, the Y achting Center and participants at
the Sunset Music Festiva donated more than
$250,000.

“The Festival was so important for family mem-
bers,” commented Joanne Quinn, executive director.
“1 spoke to so many grandparents, aunts, uncles, sib-
lings and friends. They were looking for any infor-
mation available. The exposure gave so many people
ideas of where to go for help. Their generosity of
time, space and donations has helped thousands:
families, teachers and friends, learn how to support
families with an individual
with autism.”

In addition, Chris Perrotti,
retired general manager of
NYC, served on the Autism
Project’s Board of Directors
since 2000. “Chris’ commit-
ment to improving the lives
of individuas with autism is incredible,” sad
Joanne.

Chris Perrotti

“His business experience, fund raising talents and
passion helped us take our ideas and create an or-
ganization that can help so many more families and
individuals with autism. Personally, | will be forever
grateful for his hard work and commitment to our
success.”

The awards will be presented at our third annual Bit-
tersweet event at Rosecliff Mansion, Newport,
Rhode Island on March 7, 2008. Tickets are avail-
able online or by calling Mary at 401-785-2666, ext.
104.



STEPS TO SUCCESS...
PAGE 4

KUDOS:

he Autism Project of Rhode Island would like to

extend our sincere appreciation to all the mem-
bers of the Johnston Police Officers, Local #307 and
the Johnston Fire Department, Local #1950 who on
November 24, 2007 battled cold temperatures and
went head to head in the Guns & Hoses Second An-
nual Flag Football Gridiron Classic, a flag football
fundraiser which raised $3,615.00 to benefit children
with autism.

We are especialy grateful to Chief Richard Tamborini
of the Johnston Police Department, Chief Andrew
Baynes of the Johnston Fire Department for their spirit
of collaboration as well as James Jacavone, Jon Pistac-
chio, and Sgt. Frank Levesgue. Specia thanks to De-
tective Anthony Sasso, whose hard work and dedica-
tion made this event possible.

Autism Project of Rhode Island would like to extend
our heartfelt gratitude to Eileen Dunn and Lucille
Bush of CVS Pharmacy for allowing The Autism Pro-
ject of Rhode Island to participate in the CVS Down-
town 5K on September 11, 2005. Due to our participa-
tion in this event we received a $15,000.00 donation.
We also received another sizable donation from the
proceeds of the CVS Golf Classic to help us support
our programs. Many thanks to Charlie Braglie, Race
Coordinator, team captains, Jm Golden and Jm
Zimmerly and all those volunteers who so generously
gave up their time to help us with this event. Hope to
see dl of you again next year.

Patrolman Seymore gets hand from
Mitchell Parrillo....and the winner is!

On December 23, 2007 the winning ticket for the Su-

perbowl Raffle was drawn
a Johnston Police Head-
quarters, by Mitchell
Parrillo. Michael Salvati
from Cranston was the
grand prize winner. The raf-
fle hosted by the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Police
Officers #307, raised an amazing $10,000.00 to sup-
port our programs. We are extremely grateful to Un-
ion President, James Seymore and the entire Johns-
ton Police Department for their hard work and dedi-
cation on behalf of al the children and families we
serve. Thanks also to the many volunteers who sold
tickets for this most worthy cause.

We are also most grateful to The Rhode Island
Troopers Association as well as Mr. Vito Antonucci
who donated $2000.00 to our organization through
“The 12" Annual Ed Gomeau Memorial Golf Tour-
nament”.

Thanks also to the many businesses that supported
our organization through numerous fundraisers this
winter:

Collette Vacations, Zooma, Cheryl Bootle and the
Davisville Elementary School, Staff of Room 4, De-
Cof & DeCof, Frerichs Farm, Joseph McCort Mid-
dle School, K&M Associates and Pawtucket Credit
Union.

Upcoming Events...

Friday, March 7, 2008

he Autism Project of RI

iIs hosting

“Bittersweet” on Friday, March 17, 2007 in
Newport at historic Rosecliff Mansion. The event
will be a celebration to commemorate our 11th year
of service and support to children with autism and
their families.

Christopher and Vaerie Perrotti will serve as Honor-
ary Chairpersons of the event. Some of the high-
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lights of the evening include a silent and live auction;
chocolate sampling created by Sweenor’s, Chocolate
Delicacy, Newport Chocolate and Amy’s Apples. The
venue will also feature hor d’ oeuvres, open bar, and
music by Atlantic Disc Jockey Service and The Fat
City Band. The event begins at 7:00PM and tickets
are $75.00 and can be purchased on line at
www.theautismproject.org or by contacting The Au-
tism Project at 401-785-2666. Tickets are on a first
serve basis only and will not be available at the door.

Please join us for this annual chocolate lover’s event
which will leave a sweet taste in your mouth and
warmth in your heart.

Imagine Gift Store, 5 Miller Street in Warren, Rhode
Island will host a sale to benefit the Autism Project of
Rhode Island. All customers who bring in our coupon
will receive a 25% discount on all purchases. To
download the coupon, please visit:
www.theautismproject.org/events.

April 27, 2008 Imagine Walk and Family Fun Day

ark your calendar for April 27, 2008 for our 6™

Annual Imagine Walk and Family Fun Day
at Goddard Memoria State Park in Warwick. Regis-
tration begins at 9:00AM. Please join us for this
unique interactive experience where we utilize red
flags to communicate awareness of autism. The walk
is followed by a family fun day where we will host
activities for all children and feature events appropri-
ate for autism and special needs children.

What better way to show your support and create
awareness of autism than to participate in this event.
Last year we were more than 4000 strong! Your pa-
tronage of this event brought many new programs to
both children and their families this year. You can
participate in this event by organizing a team, volun-
teering or just bring your family and enjoy the day.

To preregister, please visit:  www.firstgiving.com/
autismproject.org. This site is very easy to use. Just
access the site and follow the prompts. You can also
create a team webpage to solicit donations at this site.
If you have any problems with pre-registration, please
contact Julie Montalbano at (401) 785-2666 or e-mail

julie@theautismproject.org .

Soliciting donations this year will be very easy. We
have established a way for you to raise funds where

you can simply send an email to everyone in your
address book. The serviceisvery easy to use. Goto
www.firstgiving.com/autismproject and follow the
prompts. To volunteer for the event please Julie
Montalbano at Julie@theautismproject.org or call
785-2666. We look forward to seeing al of you
again this year.

Community/School Challenge

ecent cuts in state-wide educational spending

have prompted the Autism Project to become
proactive and once again launch our own fund rais-
ing effort to bring the necessary training to schools
such as yours by establishing a method for the dis-
tricts and/or schools to earn free training by partici-
pating in our 6™ Annual Imagine Walk and Fam-
ily Fun Day on April 27, 2008, at Goddard Memo-
rial State Park. Why not organize a team and re-
ceive free training for you child's teachers. For
more information on the 6" Annual Imagine Walk
and Family Fun Day/School Challenge please con-
tact: julie@theautismproject.org.

Forming an Imagine Walk Team is a great way for
your family, friends and co-workers to show support
for those living with autism. It isalso agreat way to
give back and help support the Autism Project of RI
to continue programs for these children.

Team participation is fun and it will bring your fam-
ily and friends together in a very positive way for a
great cause. It makes people feel good about them-
selves and the others they are walking with. Of
course the number one reason to organize a team for
the Imagine Walk is the satisfaction you will receive
from knowing that you are making a difference in
the lives of so many deserving children and their
families.

APRI Stitches Autism Quilt

e a part of a new project to personalize each

family’s journey with autism. Include your
team’s Walk T-shirt in our Autism Quilt. We will
be collecting photographs of t-shirts and transfer-
ring them onto cloth to create a quilt to illustrate
how many families are touched by autism in our
state. So, put on your creative hat and start thinking
about your team’s t-shirt. Check out our website in
March for more details.
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Autism Awareness Month Activities

Autism Rally April 9, 2008

A pril is Autism Awareness Month and many
Rhode Island organizations are beginning to
plan important events. The APRI participates in the
RI Autism Coalition. This is a group open to al or-
ganizations involved with individuals with autism
and family members. For the last 3 years we col-
laborated on an informational rally at the State
House. This is an important opportunity to get our
needs and concerns to state government. For more
information, contact Joanne at 785-2666, ext. 102.
This year's events are tentatively scheduled for
Wednesday, April 9. Time and speakers will be for-
warded once confirmed.

FEAT'sPuzzle Display

RI’s Families for Effective Autism Treatment
(FEAT) is working to create a visual representation
of the “magnitude of autism in RI.” To do this they
are collecting as many puzzle pieces as possible.
Each piece represents and individual with autism.
They are asking for teachers, parents, grandparents,
siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins, friends, neighbors
and community members to send in a puzzle piece.
Please include the individual’s age and gender on
the back. It is FEAT's hope to display the pieces at
the State House Rally in April to demonstrate how
many lives are touched in RI.

Please send your puzzle piece by March 1, 2008 to
FEAT/RI, PO Box 8460, Cranston, Rl 02920 or call
401-886-5015.

Groups

New Programming Announced

e are pleased to offer new programs for chil-

dren and adults with autism. The Yoga and
Creative Expressions were well received will be of-
fered again. New this Spring is a Basketball Group.
Descriptions and schedules follow.

Y oga — Therapeutic Recreation through Yoga. Par-
ticipants ages 8-21 will learn self-caming skills such
as breathing and positions with visual structure and
learn expectations of practicing in a yoga studio.

Thiswill be held at the Raffa Center in Cranston.

Creative Expressions — Therapeutic Recreation
through Visual Arts for ages 8-18. Participants will
learn group dynamics and socia rules through crea-
tive arts. Ceramics, mask making, and batiking are
just a few arts they will learn. This will be held at
Today’s Art in East Greenwich. There is a $15 sup-
ply fee.

Basketball- Therapeutic Recreation through Basket-
ball. Participants will learn the skills of playing bas-
ketball within a structured format while learning the
social skills of sportsmanship and playing as a team.
Thiswill be held at the Kent County YMCA in War-
wick.

Tuesday Evenings Leaps and Bounds
April 1st-June 10th

Tuesday Evenings Basketball
4:45-5:30, 5:45-6:30
April 1st-June 10th

Tuesday Evenings Y oga
5:15-6:00
April 1st-June 10th

Wednesday Evenings Leaps and Bounds
April 2nd— June 11th

Wednesday Evenings Y oga
5:30-6:30
April 2nd-June 11th

Thursday Evenings Club Jr.
April 3rd-June 12th

Friday Evenings The Club
5:15-6:45, 7:00-8:30 ***
*** Denotes Community Outings
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April 4th-June 13th

Friday Evenings Karate
5:00- 5:45, 6:00-6:45
April 4th-June 13th

Saturday Morning Karate
9:00-9:45, 10:00-10:45, 11:00-11:45
April 5th-June 14th

Saturday Morning Move and Groove
April 5th-June 14th
No more than 3 participants per group

Saturday Morning Creative Expressions
10:00-11:00
April 5th-June 14"

Social Thinking

Doric  Center, 311 Doric Avenue, Cranston,

Rl 02910

Valey Community Middle School, 60 Hammerlund
Way, Middletown, Rl 02842

The Series cost is $900. Optional reports are avail-
able: Brief Written Intake Report $150.00; Full So-
cia Thinking Assessment $900.00 (Includes: IEP
Meeting 1 hr., 1.1 Participant Interview 2 hrs., 2 hr.
School or Community Observation, Parent Interview
lhr., & Full Written report 4 hr.)

Please call Jill at 785-2666 ext. 111 for more infor-
mation

Thanks to a generous grant from Hasbro Chari-
table Trust, scholarships available and will be
reviewed on an individual basis confidentially.

Challenger Baseball Programs Expand

Social Thinking Pilot Program Scheduled

Our new Social Thinking Pilot will begin the
week of March 17. This twelve-week program
is adapted from Michelle G. Winner and Stephanie
Madrigal’s work at the Center for Social Think-
ing. (www.socialthinking.com)

Social Thinking Academy consists of three groups
and participants are placed based on their ages and
abilities. The Superhero Academy teaches social
thinking for children ages 5-12. Social Detective
Agency teaches social cognitive skills to children
ages 10-15; and, Are You Thinking What 1I'm
Thinking? teaches communication competency to
individuals 16 and over.

Participants learn social relatedness, personal prob-
lem solving skills, and self-monitoring skills to de-
velop peer relationships and community independ-
ence. Participants will also learn to relate to others
while working together in small groups around a
shared interest. Click the following links for direc-
tionsto the classes.

here are two new Challenger Baseball leagues

forming in Rhode Island in the towns of East
Providence and Cumberland. Portsmouth Little
League also currently fields a Challenger Team.

According to the Portsmouth Little League website
(http://eteamz.active.com/portsmouthlittl el eague/
news/index.cfm?cat=246266) “The Challenger Divi-
sion of Little League Baseball is a program for men-
tally and physically disabled youth to enjoy the full
benefits of Little League participation in an athletic
environment structured to their abilities. However,
whenever possible and with reasonable accommoda-
tions, disabled youngsters should participate in unre-
stricted league play provided their participation is
possible and fair within the standard rules and regu-
lations of Little League. More than the skills of
baseball learned through the experience, the value of
the Little League Challenger Division is found in the
proven therapeutic and socialization benefits of par-
ticipating in sports, the strengthening of participants
self-esteem, the opportunities to mainstream into
other divisions of play, and the disciplines of team-
work, sportsmanship and fair play which are hall-
marks of the Little League program. The philosophy
of the Little League Challenger Division is to pro-
vide the framework so that every Little League pro-
gram may offer a structured, athletic activity for all
youth in the community.”
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If you are interested in participating contact the town
Challenger organizer. For East Providence, contact
Tim or Cahy Conley a 401-433-5159 or
TJConley@cox.net; and for Cumberland call Scott
at 401-658-0954 or via email at
SRSchmittl@aol.com.

Additional teams may be forming in your town.
Contact your local Little League organization.

APRI isin no way affiliated with this program. This
is an announcement of a community recreational op-
portunity.

Mayer -Johnson Offers Free Online Training

The maker of Boardmaker® and Writing with Sym-
bolsis providing Online Training to help parents and
professionals take full advantage of their products.
Many of the trainings are free. The courses range
from Boardmaker® Basics to creating a“Me Book”,
making your activities ook great and creating visual
support to enhance work. Go to their website http://
www.yellowschoolbustour.com/
index_web_classes.htm for afull list of offerings.

AANE Support Groups

The Asperger Association continues to collaborate
with The Autism Project of RI, Bradley Hospital and
the Neurodevelopment Center to offer support for
families raising individuals with Asperger Syn-
drome. Here is a schedule of their activitiesin RI.

Contact: Barbara Whalen, B.A., 401-333-1705
Groupsfor Parentsof Adultsand Adultswith AS

2nd Monday of each month, 7:30-9:00pm
Bradley Hospital, Providence, RI; 401-432-1000

Parents of Adults: Pine Room - Facilitator: Barbara
Whalen, B.A.

Adults with AS: Conference Room - Facilitator: Ar-
thur Mercutio, M.A.

Support Group for Parents of School-aged Chil-
dren

Last Monday of each month, 7:00pm
Autism Project, 51 Sockanosset Cross Road
Cranston, RI; 401-785-2666

Facilitator: BarbaraWhalen, B.A.

Pizza Night for Adults

Last Friday of each month, 7:30-9:00pm
Neurodevelopment Center, 260 West Exchange
Street, Providence, RI.

Cost: $3 per person, pay at door
New members must contact Barbara Whalen to at-
tend! 401-333-1705

Training

Spring training series are scheduled to begin at the
end of February. Space is available and Continuing
Education Credits are available for A Starting Point
and ASpire.

Parent to Parent
Dates: Wednesdays, February 27- March 26, 2008
Time: 9:30am. - 11:00 am.

Location: Autism Project of RI, 51 Sockanosset
Crossroad, Cranston, RI 02920

Cost $399.00 (Parent scholarships are available at
$75.00.)

Description: A six-week training series. The pro-
gram offers a better understanding of the diagnosis,
and an in-depth review of visual supports. It also
includes strategies on how to best communicate with
professionals, as well as how parents can advocate
for their child in a positive manner.

A Starting Point

Dates:. Wednesdays, February 27-April 30, 2008
(excluding April 16th).

Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Location: Gateway Healthcare, ElImwood office,
1471 ElImwood Ave. Cranston, Rl 02910

Cost: $299.00 (Parent scholarships are available at
$75.00)

Description: A nine-week training series for profes-
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sionals and parents raising a child with an autism
spectrum disorder. The series provides valuable in-
formation in a supportive environment where audi-
ence participation is welcome. 18 hours of CEUs.

ASpire

Dates: Tuesdays, February 26-March 25, 2008
Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m.

New Location: Gateway Headthcare, EImwood of-
fice, 1471 ElImwood Ave. Cranston, RI, 02910

Cost: $199.00 (Parent scholarships are available at
$75.00.)

Description: A five-week training series designed
for parents and professionals working with individu-
als with Asperger Syndrome. The program teaches
the unique characteristics and learning styles of per-
sons with this disorder. 10 hours of CEUSs.

Rl Medical Assistance (Katie Beckett) may pay
for parent participation in these classes. Contact
your CEDARR Center for areferral.

Reqgister Online

New Community Art Project

§ Two-dimensional art can range in size from 3x5

inches to a maximum of 18x24 inches.

8§ Three-dimensional art should not exceed

18x18x18 inches.

§ Submissionsto All Kids Can CREATE MUST
be done electronically to include one (1) digital
JPEG the CaFE website:

www.callforentry.org

image through

§ Selected artworks will be publicly displayed in
Washington, D.C in May 2008.

8 SEND ORIGINAL ARTWORK to VSA ARTS
OF RI, 500 Prospect Street, Pawtucket RI 02860 for
inclusion in our Rhode Island Statewide Student
Exhibit.

New Funding Sourcesfor Families

VSA arts of Rhode Island isworking with CVSon
a great new project we hope you will participate in
with us: All Kids Can CREATE, a Call for Art
opento ALL children, ages 5-15 years.

Recently your school received a pamphlet from VSA
arts with detailed information about this national op-
portunity. In addition to the artwork being submit-
ted to the national program, VSA arts of RI will cre-
ate a local exhibit of RI student work created from
this call.

§ Art must be original, been completed within the
last year, and attributable to the artist.

§ Using traditional and non-traditional art supplies

from your local CV S are encouraged.

There are several new grant opportunities for fami-
lies paying for autism related treatments. Please refer
to the organizations websites for more detailed in-
formation.

Source: Lisa Jo Rudy, About.com
http://autism.about.com/b/2008/01/19/grants-for-
families-of-children-with-autism.htm

There's no doubt about it: autism is expensive. For
some families, though, the cost of autism can be
devastating. That's why the National Autism Asso-
ciation has created a grant program specifically for
families of children with autism who are in financial
crisis.

If you are afamily residing in the United States with
a child on the autism spectrum aged birth to 18, you
may qualify for the grant. The maximum you may
request is $1,500. Money from the grant may be ap-
plied ONLY to biomedical treatments, supplements
or therapies for your child with autism - and the
money is paid directly to vendors (not to families).
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Similar grants are offered to families by Act-
Today for Autism, Autism Family Resources, and
United Healthcare Children's Foundation. The im-
portant point to note is that money from these
grants never goes directly to families - and it may
be used only for autism treatments and related
costs (not to, for example, keep the house warm in
winter).

The | Care Support Group on Aquidneck Island

\deare

Island Community Autism Resource Exchange

will host a guest speaker on Life Planning for
our children. This event will be held on Thurs-
day, March 6™ at Salve Regina University. It is
open to anyone who would like to come, so
please fed free to forward this informa-
tion. Thereisnofeefor thisevent.

Please email wendy@nationalautism.org or call
401-683-2133 as soon as possible to let us know
that you are coming so we can be sure to have
enough printed materialsto distribute to every-
one.

Presentation:

"Life Planning: a Primer for Special Families"
isaguide to help families plan effectively for their
gpecial needs children by introducing them to the
Letter of Intent and the Life Planning Note-
book. These two tools alow families to effec-
tively communicate in writing their choices and
dreams for their children on such major issues as
guardianship, housing and finances while also pro-
viding an in depth instruction manual for future
caregivers for their child. By using these tools ef-
fectively, parents can prepare an environment
where their wishes for their children can be heard
and followed.

Guest Speaker:

This seminar was developed, and is presented, by Mi-
chael Beloff, CFP®, afinancial advisor and father of a
special needs son. Michael graduated summa cum
laude from the State University of New York at Al-
bany in 1988 with degrees in Business and Math and
was a Stone Scholar at Columbia Law School. After
practicing corporate law in New York City for four
years at a major international law firm, he provided
information and marketing services to lawyers at Lex-
isNexis and Martindale-Hubbell. He has been a finan-
cial advisor since 2001 and has continued his educa-
tion by becoming a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLAN-
NER® practitioner and a Chartered Mutual Fund
Counselor.  As a father of a child with disabilities,
Michael also gives back to the community by coordi-
nating a fathers' support group in Greenwich, CT and
by serving as Treasurer of Greenwich ARC. He dso
speaks regularly on financial planning issues for spe-
cial needs families at local and national venues, in-
cluding the National Autism Association, the Autism
Society of Americaand YAI-NIPD.

For more information on the ICARE Parent Sup-
port Group, please contact:

Wendy Fournier —683-2133
wendy @nati onal autism.org

Stephanie Buckley — 683-6447
stephani e/ buckley @hotmail.com

Date: Thursday, March 6, 2008
Place: Salve Regina University — Rodgers
Recreation Center, Room 205
Newport, RI

Time: 7:00 PM

Directions from Bellevue Avenue, Newport:

Go left onto Narragansett Ave. Go Right onto
OchrePoint Ave. Takefirst right onto Webster.

Entrance to Rodgers Recreation Center is on the
left.

Go to conference room 205.
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Autism Coalition-Have Your Voice Heard

The RI Autism Coalition and the Groden Network are hosting trainings for family members to learn how to be
an effective advocate at our state legislature. Join us to learn how to contact your legislator by phone, email
and/or letter. Do they listen? What's the best method? Does my vote count? We will answer these questions
and more. RI isfacing critical financial cuts. It's imperative that we work as a community to educate state offi-
cials on issues that are important to individuals with autism and their families.

Autism Advocates

Legislative Trainings
L ocations Date/Time

The Groden Center Feb 25 — 6:30pm
86 Mt. Hope Avenue

Providence, Rl 02906

274-6310

The Homestead Group March 3 —6:30pm
The Barn — First Floor

200 Industrial Drive

North Smithfield, RI 02896

765-3700

J. Arthur Trudeau Memorial Center March 10 — 6:30pm

3445 Post Road
Warwick, Rl 02886
Tel: 739-2700

Community Provider Network of RI March 24 — 6:30pm
1130 Ten Rod Road Suite C-104

N. Kingstown, Rhode Island 02852
295-5757

Looking Upwards March 31 — 6:30pm

438 East Main Road
Middletown, Rl 02842
847-0960

If you plan to attend one of these training please R.S.V.P. to Lisa Rego at 274-6310, extension 1111 or
I[rego@grodencenter.org. Please let us know which training you are attending. Thank Y ou.
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In Memotry of:

During a time of personal loss, families often find
comfort in reaching out to help others in need
through memorial donations.

The Autism Project gratefully acknowledges the do-
nations we received on behalf of the family of Mar-
garet Narcissio :

Sally Connors

Norman & Joyce Davies
AnaFeenstra

Alan Greenberg
LindaLalo

Patricia McGuirl
Edmund & Donna Miley
Brian & Donna Shea

And Donationsin Memory of Janice Willimson:

Donalee Dawson

The Autism Project aso gratefully acknowledges the
donations we received on behalf of the family of
Thomas Wilkinson from October 2007:

Agnes Fox

Richard & Sandra Goldberg
Ralph & Mary Haggstrom
Barbara Hoyt

Thomas & Elise Irons
William Lang

Thelma Midwood

Harold & Nancy Nelson
AnnaNelson

Arthur Nelson, Jr

Gary & Barbara Pentek

Faith Pine

John & Helen Redmond
Eleanor Sheldrick
Carolyn Sheldrick
Rebecca Sillman, M.D.
Alice Smith

Douglas & Judith Sparrow
Florence Sparrow

Robert & Judith Spaziano
Gordon & Barbara Stenning
Brett & Gloria Tucker
MaryJane Viano Crowe
William Vick
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Firstgiving runs a website where individuals raise money online for any nonprofit organization in the
US. Fundraisers set up an online fundraising page using a simple template and send it to family and
friends with a personal message to ask for support for awalk, run or bikeride, growing an embarrass-
ing mustache, or any other reason they can think of. Our fundraising pages help raise more money than
traditional methods and make it easier for everybody. Why not givethem atry? Just go to their web-
siteat firstgiving.com and check out how easy it isto set up a website and solicit donations from friends

and family to help the Autism Project of RI.
f- e o
Irstgiving

Thank you in advance from all of usat The Autism Project of Rhode I sland.
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